


The University of 
Victoria is located on the 

occupied territory of the Lekwungen 
and WSÁNEC peoples. We recognize that 

colonization of these lands was not a historical 
event that ended some time ago, but is an ongoing 

process very much with us today. While territorial acknowledgements 
are becoming increasingly fashionable, we want this statement to do 
more than mere lip service, yet we grapple with what this could mean. 
For instance, to what extent does the political problem of settler-
colonialism also pose a challenge to those of us who think and work 
‘’in’’ the university? And how do we take up the call to decolonize 
without deflating the momentum and inspiration of new social 
formations that challenge capitalism by reclaiming public space? 

Recognizing this particular, as well as the general settler-colonial 
context in which this conference takes place, we encourage that we all, 













Sunday Roundtable:

This roundtable brings together five engaged intellectuals who take seriously the 
challenge of creating spaces for thinking both within and beyond the academy. 
Reflecting on counter-institutional thinking as a way of life, our panelists will 
draw on their experiences organizing alternative-to-school and free-school 
projects, producing community radio shows and news publications, and 
coordinating community resource centres, as well as their work in academia. Join 
us in considering intellectual spaces outside of academe, and in thinking through 
what such spaces offer that universities cannot. This conversation will take place 
with folks who straddle both the academic and non-academic world.

Daniela Aiello lives on the east side of Vancouver, on Musqueam, Tseil-watuth 
and Squamish traditional territory, where she has done community organizing at 
The Purple Thistle through the Purple Thistle Institute: A radical alternative to 
university. She is on the board of the Downtown Eastside Neighborhood House, 
and an editor for The Mainlander. Currently completing her MA in Human & 
Urban Geography at SFU, she is interested food security, political economy, and 
the relationship between colonialism and gentrification. She plans to both learn 
and mentor across (counter)institutions for always. 

Heather Cosidetto is co-founder of The Wayward School, a series of thematically 
curated skill and knowledge sharing events based here in Victoria, BC. Heather 
is an artist, writer and educator who has worked with a number of arts and 
education institutions and initiatives locally, nationally, and internationally. She 
holds a BFA in Integrated Media from Emily Carr Institute and an MA in Culture, 
Science and Technology from Goldsmiths University. Be it through images, words, 
or actions, Heather’s work is concerned with activating “in-between things, in 
and between places.”`

Sara Fruchtman is an assistant curator at Open Space, a non-profit artist-run 
centre in Victoria, B.C. Founded in 1972, Open Space supports professional 
artists who utilize hybrid and experimental approaches to media, art, music, and 
performance. Working with artists in all contemporary arts disciplines, Open 
Space acts as an experimental laboratory for engaging art, artists, and diverse 
audiences. Sara is currently working with artist-in-residence, Cameron Kidd, 
to facilitate a community-based public art project that explores the aesthetic, 
economic, and regulatory conditions of public space and public life.

Nick Montgomery is learning about permaculture, decolonization, anarchism 
and feminism, with a focus on creating autonomous alternatives to the dominant 
order. Over the past few years, he co-founded the Camas Freeskool and the 
People’s Apothecary, and helped out with lots of other events and happenings.
Current obsessions include grafting fruit trees, facilitation skills, perennial 
vegetables, and the art of hospitality. He’s currently a PhD student at Queen’s 
University, living on Lekwungen and WSANEC territories, in Victoria.
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